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The Eyewash 
of the |.L.O. 


By WILFRED WELLOCK 


HE International Labour Organisation Conference, which 
assembled in New York on Oct. 27 and wound up its pro- 


ceedings on Nov. 6 in Washington, revealed the fatal weak- 


nesses of every official adventure so far made into the realm of 


peace aims and post-war reconstruction. 


in the capitalist bog. 

Did no-one in the conference, 
one wonders, realize what was 
happening to it, that it was beat- 
ing the wind, playing a game of 
make-believe? One would like 
to believe that Mr. Attlee, for in- 
stance, is sufficiently cool-headed 
to know when he is being led up 
the garden. Or is it that the 
gravity of the present situation 
has destroyed all sense of per- 
spective in high places? 

One becomes increasingly suspicious 
of official conferences, ostensibly 
called to discuss such issues as peace 
aims, which spend most of their time 
emphasizing the supreme necessity of 
an Allied victory in the war and in 
generating war enthusiasm, especially 
when so many of their members claim 
to represent countries, Allied and 
neutral, from which they have long 
been separated. IT have felt about 
the ILO Conference held in New 
York what I felt about the conference 
of scientists recently held in London, 
that its real purpose was to rally sup- 
port and enthusiasm for the war. 

Mr. Phelan, the acting Director of 
the ILO, told the New York confer- 
ence: “More Governments are repre- 
sented here by leading Ministers than 
at any conference since the forma- 
tion of the ILO in 1919.” Heavy 
Governmental representation was also 
a marked feature of the conference of 
scientists held in London. 


What does it signify? That the 
Governments concerned are fired by a 
burning enthusiasm to build at all 
costs a stable, secure, and peaceful 
world after the war, and especiallv to 
give economic security to the toiling 
masses everywhere? I wish I could 
think so; but the proceedings of the 
conference did not encourage that 
view. They filled one with a sicken- 
ing dread of a repetition of the stag- 
nation and futility that followed the 
promises of the last war. 


The Missing Note 


The keynote of the conference was 
pious promise; the missing note, 
specific undertakings to do this and 
that at a big price, or at whatever 
price. Once again we were left in 
the air, high and dry, with not a 
single peg to hold on to. 

The conference atmosphere was 


alive with post-war “we musts,” 
That of the conference chairman, 


Miss Frances Perkins, was typical. 
She said: “The development of the 


Safety - Zone 


p'* SHEPPARD HOUSE now houses both 

the Central Board for Conscientious 
Objectors and the Pacifist Service Bureau. 
That may. or may not, be regarded as & 
secondary function of PPU Headquarters; but 
it is a very vital one. 

Members easily forget what a complex of 
functions has to be centralized at 6, Endsleigh 
Street, and how catastrophic it would be if 
they were to suffer any sudden interruption. 
Headquarters Fund wil supply a safeguard 
against this eventuality; nor need subscribers 
feel any misgiving that it will be absorbed by 
day-to-day necessities. The £1,000 at which 
we aim will afford a permanent margin—a 
safety-zone. 

Send your donations, plainly marked “‘Head- 
quarters Fund” to Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Road, London, N.4._ Received since the last 
list, £64 Sa. 10d. Totat to date £162. 


The Editor. 


In the end it got stuck 


world’s economic resources must be 
expanded to achieve levels of comfort 
which the world’s population might 
enjoy with profit and peace,” also 
typical were words of President Roose- 
velt in the closing session: “There 
must be more abundant life for the 
workers,” ete. 

I believe that Miss Perkins and 
President Roosevelt were intensely 
sincere and in earnest in making these 
statements, as I believe are Mr. 
Churchill and Lord Halifax also when 
they make similar statements. The 
trouble is that when they make them 
they do not realize the cost, but as- 
sume from the beginning that the 
measures necessary to do what they 
would like to see done can take place 
inside the social and economic frame- 
work of capitalism. Mr. Churchill 
can say “our aim will be to build a 
society ... where wealth shall not prey 
on commonwealth” and in the same 
speech say: “the moment you leave 
the arena of pious platitude you de- 
cend into the arena of heated con- 
troversy.”’ 

In all these statements the men who 
make them commit their Governments 
to nothing whatever, and the confer- 
ences which listen to them do far 
worse than waste their time, for they 
imagine they have got somewhere 
when in fact they have merely been 
drugged into a long sleep. In this 
way the buck is passed from confer- 
ence to conference. When the fiasco 
becomes too blatant committees are 
sel up which, in fear of upsetting 
powerful Governments, end in white- 
washing them and producing mori- 
bund compromises. 


A False Assumption 


Since the last thing capitalist 
statesmen will admit is that social 
security for the workers is incompat- 
ible with the social and economic 
structure of capitalism, they fall into 
the error of believing that seven- 
eights of the social evils in the world 
will vanish if—in the words of Mr. 
Sumner Welles—“restrictive and un- 
conscientious tariff preferentials and 
discriminations” are abandoned in 
favour of “co-operation for the wel- 
fare of all nations.” 

The fact is, however, that while 
the volume of world-trade can be in- 
creased by international planning and 
the elimination of preferential tariffs 
and other trade discriminations, eco- 
nomic security cannot accrue to the 
world’s workers and peasants until 
their wages and leisure are brought 
into harmony with their production. 

In the post-war world we shall be 
confronted with famine conditions in 
one set of countries and huge food 
surpluses in another set of countries, 
and a power of machine-production so 
vast and so widespread as to make it 
almost impossible, under capitalist 
conditions, to exchange the fvod for 
the manufactured goods. 


Were some Authority to descend 
upon the earth with power to ex- 
change and distribute those surpluses 
it would be a simple matter. But it 
becomes an insoluble problem in a 
world where international exchange 
and social distribution depend entirely 
upon the amount of money which 
working (or unemployed) people 
happen to have in their pockets, and 
especially when that amount is deter- 
mined by the profit-demands of 2 
handful of rich investors who extract 


U.S.A. CAMPAIGN FOR 


FOOD - 


RELIEF 


Committee’s Nation-W ide Backing 


POWERFUL wave of pub- 

lic opinion in the United 
4 States is backing the Nat- 
ional Committee which is spon- 
soring a scheme for the feeding 
by a neutral commission of cer- 
tain categories of the populations 
of some of the smaller European 
democracies occupied by the 
Germans (according to the Oc- 
tober News-Sheet of the Wo- 
men’s International League). 

The Committee claims the support 
of more than 20,000,000 people (or 
more than a quarter of the adult 
population of USA. 

The Committee itself “embraces a 
membership of more than 800 men 
and women prominent in civic life. 
They represent every phase of con- 
structive American activity. There 
are 2,062 nation-wide volunteer com- 
mittees. More than 3,000 resolutions 
have been passed by organizations in- 
sisting that relief effort shall be made. 

“Definite requests for help have 
been received from Belgium, Norway, 
Poland, Finland, and Holland, and it 
is stated that the proposals are sup- 
ported by the exiled, Polish, Dutch, 
and Belgian Governments.” The 


| scheme however is at present strictly 


from production, without rendering 
one scrap of personal service in re- 
turn, a sum equal to the total amount 
received by the entire wage and sal- 
ary earners of the country concerned. 

When profit becomes impossible 
production ceases and unemployment 
spreads. Then the unemployed are 
put on doles and charities, thus forc- 
ing the rate of consumption down to 
the minimum at the very moment 
when abundance is clogging all the 
channels of trade and speeding the 
approach of a major economic break- 
down. 


The Real Issues 


These are the issues which the ILO 
ought to have faced frankly and 
boldly. It ought to have declared 
that the exaction of a profit after re- 
ceiving the due reward of one’s lab- 
our, is of the devil, and that in a 
machine-society the continued viola- 
tion of the Christian principle of giv- 
ing to every man his penny must 
eventually end in economic collapse 
and world chaos. 


In other words, it ought to have de- 
clared that the curse of the modern 
world is usury, and that the only sen- 
sible thing to do in present circum- 
stances is to change the basis of mod- 
ern civilization from profit to serv’ 
and to start by drastically lim.cing 
the amount of unearned income any 
person or any family may _ receive. 
Very soon the price of goods would 
fall, while vast sums of interest-free 
money would be available for re-build- 
ing entire nations and reconstructing 
social and individual life everywhere. 

Since three-quarters of the rent of 
2 house and a considerable portion of 
the cost of all commodities consist of 
interest charges, the revolutionary 
nature of this change will be appreci- 
ated. On this basis world production 
and consumontion could be adjusted 
almost perfectly, while dignity would 
be restored to labour, and economic 
security, liberty, and self-respect be- 
come the heritage of all. 

The way to a new, a2 secure, and 2 
peaceful world is not difficult to find, 
but for the privileged classes, most of 
whom are wholly lacking in vision, it 
is a hard way; and these classes, alas, 
occupy the seats and hold the seals of 
power. 


limited and is intended to begin with 
Belgium. 


“It is proposed to feed 2,000,000 starviny 
children and 1,000,000 destitute and unemployed 
adults. One meal a day with supplementary 
food for children served through soup kitehens 
assures consumption on the spot. Food will be 
transported, warehoused, and distributed under 
the complete supervision and contro] of a 
neutral commission. 

GERMAN CONTRIBUTION 

“The German Government must contribute 
all necessary breadstuffs and definitely agree 
to no future absorption of Belgian native food. 
Meats, fats, soup, and special food for children 
cannot be obtained in Europe and must be 
imported. The Lritish and the German Gov- 
ernments must guarantee immunity from at- 
tack to all commission relief ships. 

“No food goes directly or indirectly to the 
Germans; in fact 1,000,000 bushels of bread 
grains per month are to come from German 
sources. This would more than equal the 
nmount Germany could possibly have taken out 
of Belgium or fed to its own army. The 
effect is to reduce, not increase German 
supplies. 

“Only one boat at a time would pass through 

the blockade. If German guarantees are not 
fulfilled or German food contributions not 
forthcoming... the entire plan would be dis- 
continued immediately. 
. "If Germany seized the entire stock of im- 
ported foodstuffs maintained in Belgium at 
any one time, it would be less than one day’s 
German food consumption. 

“Food will be supplied only to children, the 
unemployed, and the destitute (nursing and 
expectant mothers, the old and the sick). 
Therefore none will go to persons working for 
Germany.” 

As an official of the Ministry of 
Economic Warefare said in London 
on November 19, “the blockade affects 
first the civilians in occupied coun- 
tries, then the civilians in Germany, 
and finally the German armed ser- 
vices.” 


Courageous Plea 


] R. Alfred Salter, MP for Bermond- 
sey and sponsor of the PPU,. 


although suffering from grave physical 
weakness, made an impressive plea for 
immediate peace in a remarkable speech 
in the House of Commons on Tuesday. 
It was received with deep respect by the 
House; and an eye-witness describes. the 
impression made hy it as profound. 

We hope to publish a suhstamtial report 
of it in next week’s issue. Meanwhile, 
the heartfelt thanks of pacifists are due 
to Dr. Salter for his courage in the cause. 


COMMENTARY 


Edited by ‘“‘ OBSERVER” 


Libya 

ae British offensive in Libya will 

hardly be the “second front” 
which the Russians desire, and which 
has been urged upon the Government 
with more zeal than discretion. But 
it was certainly the only major mih- 
tary operation which offered a good 
chance of success. Its early stages 
were reported in a crescendo of head- 
lines, ranging from sobriety to the 
sheer extravagance of the Daily Ex- 
press (Nov. 21): Rommel was com- 
pletely surrounded, and it was all 
over. The judgment of The Times 
(Nov. 24) on the course of operations 


up to that date is reasonable. 

The result is not determined, and many 
factors will be involved in the decision, sheer 
fortune being one which may yet play an 
appreciable part. It is more timely as well 
as more prudent to dwell upon the - 
tude of the issues, the serious nature af the 
task, and the endurance of our troops, than 
to paint roseate pictures or imaginatively ex- 
ploit the victory before it is won. Fs 
The strategic aim of the battle is of 

course no less than to bring under 
British control the whole of the south- 
ern shore of the Mediterranean. 


French North Africa 


TPHAT is, obviously, the most 
effective counterpoise to the 
German control of Europe, whether 


in view of a very long war or some 
kind of interim peace. It is no won- 
(Tarn to page 2, col. 2) 
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The Ambiguity 
of Service 


PDACIEISTS today need plenty of 
imagination, if they are to ful- 
fil their true duty to society. Many 
of them appear to believe that it is 
enough if they perform, under other 
auspices and control than that of the 
State, services that are indispensable 
to the functioning of the war-machine. 
On the other hand there are those 
who still believe it possible for them 
to exist in complete isolation from 
society at war. 


We hold that both are wrong. That 
the pacifist has a duty to society is 
indispensable: it is equally indispens- 
able, we hold, that he should be very 
critical of his own tendency to accept 
any conception of his duty to society 
that 1s congenial to the public or the 
authorities in time of war. It is easy 
to believe that it must be a good thing 
to commend pacifism, by its obvious 
works, to the average man; it is still 
easier to succumb, without quite 
knowing what is happening, to the 
desire to be respectable. A great deal 
of pacifism, today, is intensely re- 
spectable. We have met people who 
are shocked by any open or implied 
eriticism of their pacifist integrity, 
yet who are equally shocked by the 
suggestion that it can hardly be the 
true function of a pacifist to perform 
any service to the national war- 
organization that does not involve 
direct collaboration in the work of de- 
struction. It is not enough to say: 
Let the contribution to the national 
effort only be humanitarian and the 
pacifist’s conscience is clear. 


_ Perhaps it is time we stopped talk- 
ing about conscience, and thought 
more of consciousness: which is what 
Hamlet meant when he spoke of “the 
conscience which makes cowards of 
us all.” It need not do that; anyhow, 
it will not end there. But the cut- 
and-dried conscience, recognizable and 
recopnized, which has not known the 
timidity and hesitation of conscious- 
ness, is not going to carry us far. 
Pacifism which is unaware of the his- 
torical causes of its own position of 
relative privilege, and only takes ad- 
vantage of it to fall in, in a kid-gloved 
way, with the rest of the nation which 
has not its own particular inhibitions, 
cannot satisfy the claims of conscious- 
ness, 


Pacifists are a small minority. It 
is their duty to make up in awareness 
what they lack in numbers. There- 
fore they must not rest till they have 
discovered a form of service to the 
community which cannot and will not 
be performed by those who are not 
pacifists. The test of authentic paci- 
fist service is not its popularity, or 
its respectability, but its uniqueness. 
Pacifists are required to take the risk 
that their service to the community 
may be one which the existing com- 
munity—which is, after all, the 
pseudo-community of war—cannot 
recognize as service at all. 


At the very least pacifists are re- 
quired to look ahead, as keenly and 
fearlessly as they can, to the condi- 
tion of society when this tyranny is 
overpast, in order that their service 
now may not be of ephemeral signifi- 
cance. They must form some con- 
crete image of a possible society of 
peace. By now, such an image of a 
practicable society should be taking 
definite shape in the mind of the move- 
ment and its activities beginning to 
converge upon that goal. It will not 
merely sustain the courage of paci- 
fists, but give them a criterion whereby 
._to distinguish between the service that 
falls to others and the service to which 
pacifists are pre-eminently called. 


Will the author of a review of Sir Richard 
Livingstone’s “The Future of Education’ 
please send his name and address to this office? 


Big Issues in the War 


der that Weygand has been dismissed 
under German pressure. He was re- 
puted to be almost equally anti- 
British and anti-German; and the 
USA, presumably regarding the latter 
as the more important in the present 
circumstances, had been furnishing 
him with important supplies—above 
all, with oil. French North Africa 
now comes under the control of Dar- 
lan, in whom the mixture of anti- 
British and anti-German sentiments 
is of a different proportion, markedly 
more unfavourable to British inter- 
ests. Whereas, with N. Africa under 
Weygand, it might have been expected 
that the German-Italian forces, in 
case of defeat, would have been _re- 
fused entry into Tunisia, under Dar- 
lan it is not so certain. 

The issue is of cardinal importance. There 
is all the difference in the world, from the 
British point of view, between a semi-inde- 
pendent French N. Africa, rigidly neutral, 
and refusing the Germans the use of Bizerta, 
and a N. Africa which is definitely within the 
Franco-German sphere of influence. Germany 
ig in a position to exert a truly fearful press- 
ure toward the latter end. She can offer the 
return of the 14 million French prisoners she 


still holds in return for it. And it is hard to 
see how Marshal Petain can hold out against 


that. 
‘‘Decisive’’ Battle 


OREOVER, I suppose that under the rules 

of warfare such pressure is legitimate. 
The French colonial empire is part of the 
France that surrendered to Germany; and the 
fact that it could not be effectively occupied 
does not alter its juridical position under the 
armistice. The French prisoners are treated 
as security that French N. Africa shall not 
break away. 

If that is legitimate, it follows on the other 
side that it is equally legitimate, if the Ger- 
man-Italian forces are defeated in Libya, that 
the British should treat French N. Africa as 
they have treated Syria: namely, occupy it 
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militarily and put the Free French in control. 
There is not much exaggeration therefore in 
Mr. Churchill's description of the battle as a 
“decisive” one. Complete success for the 
British would materially alter the present 
balance of world-power: for it would mean 
the effective British control of the whole of 
Africa. 


Caucasus Danger 
thnt mean a vast encirclement of 


Les 

, Germany? The scale is so huge that it 
is not easy to decide who is encircling whom. 
A few days back it seemed that the Germans 
were being held all along the Russian front: 
but no sooner had we begun to breathe— 
and let it be clear that our deep desire is 
that the Germans shal! be held—-than the 
news of the fall of Rostov came. That brings 
the Germans a definite stage nearer the oil of 
the Caucasus: with its depressing effect on the 
Russian power to take the offensive, and its 
effect of strengthening the economic power of 
German Europe. Reuter (Express, Nov. 24) 
reports that the first consignment of German 
goods to be sent by sea to Turkey has left 
Burgas for Istanbul. That meang that the 
Russian control of the Black Sea is by now 
seriously weakened. If the British can clear 
N. Africa, it leaves them relatively free to 
concentrate (as far as distance and transport 
allow) on the defence of the Caucasus. That 
I imagine, would be a still more decisive 


- Road to the Oil 


NTIL that issue is definitely decided—in 
whose hands, British or German, will 
fall the majur oil-supply of the Caucasus, south 
of the mountains?—any German ‘‘declaration 
of peace” in Europe is premature, simply be- 
cause without that oil the German-controlled 
Europe is not really self-sufficient. Whether 
the German-controlled Europe must eventually 
collapse without it, I do not presume to say. 
It is more certain that, with it, the German 
Europe wil] be much more secure, because its 
war-potential is greatly enhanced and that 
of Russia greatly diminished. Against this 
total background we can see more clearly (but 
not without the aid of a map) the significance 
of the words in The Times (Nov. 24): 


Marshal Timoshenko's chief task now is 
to hold the line between Voroshilovgrad and 


“Your Freedom is 


in Peril... 
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lt is good to know that 60 MPs have asked for a debate on 18B. . d 
As long as there are wars there will be Defence Regulations, for it is obvious 


that a State must protect itself from enemies, potential as well as actual, 
The “panic regulation ” passed last year, however, is a disgrace to the 
name of Britain, and it is not surprising that many eminent lawyers, as 
well as MPs of all parties, have registered strong protests against it. 

As a victim of 18B, may I mention a few of the points about which I feel 


most deeply? 
JeIRST, the detentions were made 

without warning. Had the Govern- 
ment definitely banned meetings for a 
negotiated peace or organizations 
working for that end, one could have 
understood. Peace propaganda would 
have been carried on at one’s own 
risk, knowing full well that the 
penalty would be detention. But no 
ban was imposed until thousands had 
been shut up in gaols ail over the 


country. 
The manner of arrest, too, was 
degrading. In my case, although 1 


had resided in my neighbourhood for 
nearly 20 years and held a respected 
position and could not conceivably 
have been guilty of fifth column 
activities, it was deemed necessary to 
send four men to arrest me just as 
if I had been some gangster’s “moll’’ 
very handy with her gun. 

Such actions (and they were the 
rule rather than the exception) 
showed a lamentable ignorance of 
psychology on the part of the security 
officers and a reckless expenditure of 
public monev. One wonders just how 
much 18B has cost the nation. Per- 
haps some day we shall know. 


PRISON CONDITIONS 


The prisons to which the internee- 
were sent were insufficiently staffed 
and equipped. Certainly the prison 
authorities had not been prepared for 
this mighty influx. Officers, over- 
worked and underpaid, did their best 
to cope with the confusion, but the 
results of this wholesale rounding-up 
were appalling in the extreme. | 

Space forbids a detailed descrip- 
tion, but I myself heard an elderly 
Jewess sobbing, as she came from the 
“ reception” department, that it was 
worse than Germany. Surely it was 
tragic enough for wives to be parted 
from husbands, mothers from chil- 
dren, without expecting them to en- 
dure conditions only fit for criminals. 

Gradually improvements were made, 
camps constructed and _ concessions 
allowed; but, even so, in one gaol 
innocent women were still being 
locked in cells each night, although 
a year had passed since their arrest. 

Another bad feature was the delay 
in sending the “ Reasons for Deten- 


tion.” Mine arrived four months 
after my detention; some persons 
waited longer. No charge of 


treachery or hostile association was 
alleged; it was merely that my views 
and activities were disliked by the so- 
called democratic Government of our 
day, a Government that prided itself 
on fighting a crusade for freedom. 

Another six weeks passed, and I 
was summoned before the Advisory 
Committee. We had no legal aid and 
had to answer learned counsel with- 
out help or preparation. One is glad 
to pay a tribute to the fairness of 
those committees. It is certainly very 
strange that the Home Secretary 
turned down 128 internees whom the 
committees had recommended for 
release. 

My chairman informed me that he 
had received the highest references 
about me, and I felt that I answered 
all questions to his satisfaction, yet, 
ten weeks later, I was told that my 
detention was to continue! No 
reason was given for this decision. 
Doubtless Mr. Morrison had “reason- 
able cause to believe,” but I, the 
victim, was not allowed to know. I 
imagine I was one of the 128.....1 
shall never know. 


LONG DELAYS 


After 12 months in prison, my case 
was reviewed, and this time the order 
for release was signed. Many in- 
ternees are still having their cases 
revised after 18 months in prison or 
camp. 

And what happens then? Their 
identity cards are endorsed in red ink 
and they return to civil life to find 
employment gone and great difficulty 
in finding other work. So far no 
reparation has been made to released 
internees, who are presumably guilt- 
Iss and harmless or they would still 
be inside. 

Moreover, a threat is held over 
many of our heads, a veritable sword 
of Damocles; for many are told that 
their internment is only suspended, 
the inference being that we may well 
see prison bars again. And I’m quite 
sure no reasons will be given us on 


that day. PAX| 


the Donetz-Don elbow, the last defence line 
on the lower reaches of the Don. If this 
does not hold, the Germans would have an 
easy road to the Volga. Marshal Timo- 
shenko would then be compelled to withdraw 
his southern wing from the Kuban area, 
thus exposing the route ta Maikup. 


Here (I think) a part of the truly decisive 
battle is being fought: for, if the Russians 
are compelled to give way here, and the 
Germans do get to the Volga, the Russiang 
are definitely cut off from their awn main oil 
supply. Even if the supply were to fall event- 
ually into the hands of the British, it would 
not avail Russia. 


Two Viewpoints 


HIS is strategy on the grand scale, indeed; 
and it must be rejoicing the heart. of 
Mr. Churchill. But it is apparent that there 
must be a certain divergence between the in 
terests of Britain and Russia. Russia’s main 
concern is that she shall not lose the oil of 
the Caucasus; Britain’s main fponcern is 
rather that Germany shall not get it. I am 
not suggesting that these intereata are irre- 
concilable; the divergence is rather one of 
priorities. To Russia it is vitally important 
that she should retain for her own purposes 
the oil of the Caucasus. This would be the’ 
best from the British point of view also. But 
from that point of view there is a second-best, 
which Russia can hardly so reckon: to keep the 
oil out of the Germans’ hands, even though 
Russia cannot use it. For Russia may be 
forced into a position in which a separate 
peace with Germany may offer her greater ad- 
vantages than the prosecution of the war. 
with resources so drastically diminished. 


18B 


NFORTUNATELY, the hopes of an 
amendment of 18B which the Mancheater 
Guardian encouraged us to entertain have 
been subsequently dashed by it. We are now 
told that Mr. Morrison will brook no diminu- 
tion of his powers, that the Government will 
back him in his intransigence, and that the 
Parliamentary Labour Party has agreed in 
advance to support the Government. The last 
is not unexpected, but still it is melancholy 
news. though no wise man ever supposed that 
our liberties would be very safe in the hands 
of a party so well disciplined. The Man- 
chester Guardian, which told us a week ago 
that the Government would get no rest till 
it hud amended 18B, now has to plead with 
Mr. Morrison. 

It would surely be wiser for Mr. Morrison 
to drop all threats and to meet Ris oppon- 
ents’ arguments, one of which is that he 
has got, and is using, powers that Parlia- 
ment. nevcr intended him to have. That he 
thinks he cannot carry on without the 
powers is not, therefore, the primary issue. 


But surely it is the primary issue unless 
Parliament is prepared to insist on the powers 
being reduced to those which it did intend 
him to have. At any rate, any other issue 
seems academic. Perhaps the veiled threat 
that, if the Government does make it a matter 
of confidence, “the vietory would rankle with 
a big body of members” may have some effect; 
but, knowing Mr. Morrison, I doubt it. 


Agricultural Policy 


REALLY significant discrepancy in Gov- 
ernment policy has been uncovered. 
Mr. Hudson, the Minister of Agriculture, in 
the recent debate said that agricultural prices 
at home, due to be further raised to meet the 
new agricultural wage of £3 a week, could be 
regarded as fixed for the next four years, and 
plainly suggested that the days of the ‘cheap 
food’? slogan were gone for ever. Mr. Har- 
court Johnstone, Overseas Trade Secretary, 
has declared that if ‘‘cheap food” days never 
did return, British export trade would never 
return either. 

We shall have to increase our export trade 
by 50 millions a year if we are to maintain, 
let alone increase, our pre-war standards 
in this country. 

Correctly enough, he argued that, in view 
of the vastly increased competition, this could 
not be done except by permitting the import 
of «agricultural products at world-market 
prices. What will then become of the farm 
worker's £3 a week? A writer in The Times 
(whom I suspect to be Lord Astor) chimes 
with the Manchester Guardian (Nov. 24) in 
suggesting that British agriculture must be- 
come dairying and horticulture. No doubt 
there will be an expansion of horticulture. 
But to pretend that it is n real solution of 
our agricultural problem is nonsense. 


Forecast ? 


NCIDENTALLY, putting those two speeches 
together, we get a new forecast of the 
duration of the war. Agricultural prices are 
guaranteed for a year after the war, said Mr, 
Harcourt Johnstone: farmers could look on 
them as fixed for four years, said Mr. Hud- 
son. Ergo, three more years to finish the busi- 
ness after the large-scale operations promised 
by Mr. Churchill for 1943 begin. Well, well... 
three years is a gey long time, in which, at the 
present tempo of histary—economic and pol- 
itical, 43 well as military—quite a lot may 
happen. I fancy that that increase in the 
export trade of Britain wil! seem even more 
impracticable by then, though it will have to 
be twice as great. 


‘‘Fierce Competition” 


i this matter some indicationa in the 
American Time (Nov. 8) are relevant. At 


(Turn to page 4, col 1) 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Stil 
less does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of any views expressed or 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised). Contributions are wel- 
‘:omed, though no payment is made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
side only of the paper should he used. They 
may not be returned unless a stamped 
addressed envelope is enclosed, nor can we 
andertake ta acknowledge all correspondence 
owing to increased cost of postage. 
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TINHE basis of the Peace Pledge 
_ Union is the following pledge 
which is signed by each member: 
I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 
The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulara may be obtained ia: 
PPU HEADQUARTERS, 


Dick Sheppard House, 
6, Endsleigh St_, W.C-1. 


JOHN BARCLAY this week 
describes the 


Nottingham 
Scheme 


FROM reports to the National 

Development Committee that 
Area Committees were to adopt the 
Nottingham Scheme as their basic 
financial system, or agreed to investi- 
gate the scheme with a view to its 
adoption, it was considered opportune 
to publish details of the scheme for 
the benefit of Areas and Groups. 

Each group should obtain from 
Headquarters a supply of member- 
ship and collectors’ cards, the latter 
being distributed to all active mem- 
bers. Each active member becomes 
a collector and shculu be responsible 
for making persona) calls on non- 
subscribers. : 

As new subscribers are obtained 
their names are entered on the 
collector’s card, the collector’s name at 
the top, the amount of the annual 
agreed subscription, and the monthly, 
quarterly, or yearly payments being 
entered in the appropriate places. 
The new subscriber is then given a 
membership card, on which is pro- 
vided space for the collector's initials 
in acknowledgment of the receipt of 
subscriptions received. 

VOLUNTARY INCREASE 

While subscription to PPU funds 
remains upon a voluntary basis, all 
subscribing members are being asked 
by the National Council to increase 
their subscriptions to 15s, per year, 
five shillings of which should be 
definitely earmarked for Head- 
quarters, and it is pleasing to note 
the willingness with which this re- 
quest has been acceded to. 

The responsibility for deciding how 
the balance of 10s. per year should be 
apportioned rests with the Area Com- 
mittee, in consultation with the 
Groups and Regions. For guidance 
to other Areas it might be mentioned 
that the East Midlands Area Com- 
mittee have agreed that 5s .per mem- 
ber should go to the Area Funds, 3s. 
to the Group, and 2s. to the Region. 

It is hoped that Groups will accept 
the procedure whereby all subscrip- 
tions, with the exception of that 
amount retained by the Group, are 
sent to the Regional Treasurer in 
good time for him to forward to the 
Area Treasurer. Where there is no 
Region, they should be sent to the 
Area Treasurer direct, and in each 
case in time for the Regional or Area 


Meeting, so that money shall be 
Promptly transmitted to Head- 
quarters. 


The responsibility for sending sub- 
scriptions to Headquarters will rest 
entirely with the Area, thereby re- 
lieving the PPU Accountant of a con- 
siderable amount of work and worry. 
The Regional Treasurer and Group 
Treasurer will, in their turn, be 
responsible for the receipt of each 
quarter’s subscriptions from the 
Groups and members. 


INTEREST STIMULATED 


The advantages of this scheme are 
as polows 

1, Group collectors call regularly on non- 
active members, who do not in the general 
way aubacribe to funds, thereby stimulating 
new interest in the movement. 

2. Opportunity is provided for the sale of 
Peace News and leaflets, and to advise sig- 
natories of local meetings, etc. 

8. The responsibility for funds will not 
rest solely upon the active members as at 
present, and the financial position of the whole 
movement will be greatly improved by the 
addition of new subseribers. 

4. Groups, Regions, and Areas could budget 
for their year’s expenditure. and if a special 
appeal is necessary it would be spread over a 
larger membership. 

5. New signatories are contacted, existing 
groups are strengthened, and the ground pre- 
pared for the formation of new groups. 

One thing must be stressed very strongly. 
The scheme will only be a success if it is 
warked conscientiously by every active mem- 
ber. Each should willingly accept the respon- 
sibility of calling regularly on members who 
do not at present subccrihe or attend meetings. 
By this means the Peace Pledge Union will 
acquire a broader basis of support and thus 
increase its strength aa a co-operative body 

ef pacifists. 
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Pacifism, Community, and Action 


by 


RONALD G, PERRY 


ec PACIFISM *> may be defined as a 
philosophy based primarily on 
a belief in the reality and sacredness 
of individual personality. It therefore 
involves the duty so to orde’: one’s 
life as to encourage and he» the 
personalities with which dire t or 
indirect contact may be made. 

Further, it also involves a duty to 
work toward the establishment of an 
order of society which is in harmony 
with those ideals and promotes the 
same ends. Personal life and the 
life of society must be regarded as 
intimately related. 

“ Community” may be defined as 
the doing of something in common 
and with a common aim. Communities 
can differ in size, as the family differs 
from a great city; in intensity, as a 


IF YOU MOVE— 


—please tell us or the distributor who supplies 
you with Peace News, so that we may arrange 
for you to receive the paper at your new ad- 
dress. 


Trappist monastery differs from a 
tennis club; or in completeness as 
both differ from a_ self-contained 
village. 


INHERENT CONNECTION 


The connection between Pacifism 
and Community is inherent in the 
bearing of the pacifist outlook on the 
needs of the present world situation. 

The qualities which make for good 
individual contribution to the com- 
munity—large or small—are the only 
ones which can be relied upon to pro- 
duce a world system in which 
“ civilised ” living is possible. Un- 
less the individual demonstrates in his 
own immediate society his pacifist 
outlook, he is unlikely to be very 
helpful in bringing a better new 


FREE if you want it 


O you suffer 

from troubles 

of the soul, a 

too-active conscience, or an un- 
quenchable thirst for truth? 
This very simple remedy re- 


moves all such distressing 
maladies efficiently and effect- 
ively. 

The cost? Just a small charge to 


the soul—payable in human lives. 
There is no monetary charge whatso- 


ever. 
* *® * 


FIRSTLY, to benefit to 
the full from this treatment, you must 
rid youself of all thoughts and habits 
which may be inimical to the progress 
of the cure. 


1. Any knowledge whatseever of elementary 
Psychology must be completely erased from 
the mind. 


» The memory must be purged of all such 
retentions as the failure of the Versailles 
Treaty, the Ottawa Agreement, etc. 


3. The reasoning powers should be given com- 
plete rest and relaxation. The mind should 
act simply as a receiving set for BBC and 
newspaper information. All such inform- 
sion to be passed on immediately te the 
emotions. 

Mind cleared? Now you are ready 
for the most important stage of the 
treatment. 


MANKIND, you must 
understand, is com- 
posed of three units: 
1. The Black Devils. 
2. The Persecuted Weaklings. 
3. The Saviours of Mankind. 
THE BLACK DEVILS 
These beings are responsible 
for all the misery, the peverty, the 
sufferings, the greed, the meanness, 
the maladies of the world. Without 
such beings, peace and plenty, love 
and luxury, honour and glory, justice 
and freedom would reign for ever in 
joy and abundance. 

Lovers of the later (the saviours, in 
group 3) must necessarily destroy by 
all means in their power the obstacles 
(ie. Black Devils) to this world of 
plenty, to which the saviours alone 
are entitled. 

Therefore 


nt 


you must blaspheme, 


order to birth; moreover, from the 
point of view of good propaganda, an 
ounce of personal practice is worth 
pounds of talk and theory in the air. 

This need in no way separate a 
man from activities in other groups 
and bodies to which he may belong, 
simply because he is a pacifist as 
well. On the contrary, whilst he is 
able to take front-seat positions of 
responsibility in such organizations 
as are concerned primarily with 
“winning the war,” a pacifist can 
find many opportunities for useful 
service in full harmony with his 
ideals in many groups, such as local 
trade union branches, educational 
bodies, social service organizations, 
etc. Moreover, if his pacifist outlook 
informs his activities, as it should and 
can, his contribution in other bodies 
will be the more effective. 


IDEAS IN ACTION 


Finally, ideas and thoughts which 
do not complete themselves by turn- 
ing into action are actively harmful 
—they “go bad” on the mind. Many 
rank-and-file pacifists fall thus frus- 
trated and demoralised because they 
know of-mo technique to make them- 
selves politically effective. 

One urgent task of pacifist leader- 
ship—local and national—is to evolve 
a technique whereby the rank-and- 
filers, who cannot become “ pro- 
fessional” social revolutionists, can 
together become politically effective 
and regain creative self-confidence. 

Local Political Action Committees 
could set out to develop such a 
technique; they could begin modestly 
on such lines as these:— 


1. Accumulation and_ dissemination among 
the group membership of current political 
information and suggestions for action. 

2. Draft resolutions on current events for 

submission to monthly meetings. 

Draft letters to Ministers of the Crown, 
local councils, ete., on current matters as 
suggestions to the membership. 

Suggest to the membership current matters 


ee 


= 


in which co-operation might be organized 
with other bodies such as National Council 
for Civil Liberties, Locat Vigilance Commit- 
tees, etc. 


5. Bring together, with a view to common 


By VERITAS 


butche., and blow up into ccuntless 
pieces all species, male or female of 
this wretched pest, even the small] and 
insignificant offspring of such beings. 


THE PERSECUTED WEAKLINGS 


The Persecuted Weaklings are 
most distinguishable by their supreme 
worship of the saviours. These 
people are known to vie with each 
other for the supreme honour of be- 
ing blown to pieces by a beautiful sav- 
iour bomb. They watch their child- 
ren starve in the happy knowledge 
that their glorious saviours are suc- 
cessfully intercepting their food. 


THE SAVIOURS OF MANKIND 


These are the people chosen by 
God to exterminate Black Devils and 
to lead the persecuted into the paths 
of righteousness. These people are 
unable to commit wrongs—a foul deed 
may be easily made good by the simple 
repetition of the word “Democracy.” 
These people alone are privileged to 
administer mass-murder in the cause 
of righteousness and justice. 


From now on your 

course is simple; the 

whole riddle of life now simplified 

into one motive, one belief. You are 

blessed as a saviour of mankind— 

your blessedness is to destroy the un- 
blessed. 


Your cure is nearly complete. Pro- 
gress of the treatment accelerates 
until finally, in a great crescendo of 
crashing cymbals, you are plunged 
bodily into the great theatre of war. 


Out with your passions! Let them 
RIP!... Pour out your emotions into 
the madly rushing, soaring, tearing 
tempests of hate, and rage, and venom, 
and vice! Fill your lungs till they’re 
bursting, and shout for Blood, blood, 
blood! Give up your loved ones and 
glory in your benevolence! 

You’re tough!... You can take it! 
“Your skin is as the hide of a rhin- 
oceros”...And your — conscience... 
oh, that!...Jé was removed, quite 
painlessly, during your treatment. 


— — Se. 


Today 


action, isolated individuals whe may well be 
thinking along similar lines. 

6. Co-operate for action with headquarters 
and perhaps other similar groups in other 
places. 

7. Devise new means of increasing the politi- 
eal effectiveness of the membership. P 
In some such way as this, if widely 

adopted, the pacifist contribution to 

local and national and even inter- 
national affairs might well become an 
important ard even decisive factor. 


THEODORA WILSON 
WILSON 


"THERE has just passed from 

our midst one of the most 
ardent, untiring, consistert, and 
thorough-going pacifists of our 
time. 

The name of Theodora Wilson 
Wilson may not be very familiar to 
the new generation of pacifists, but 
to the older generation, and especially 
to Christian pacifists, it was a house- 
hold word. During the last war, 
when conscientious objectors were 
going to prison in their thousands, 
Theodora Wilson was a tower of 
strength and a leader whom the wo- 
men pacifists of the time will never 
forget. 

Throughout the 25 years in which I knew 
her intimately, pacifism was her consuming 
passion, but her pacifism had a apiritual and 
social quality which everyone felt who came 
near her. 

During the big railway strike, as the holder 
of some railway shares, she wrote to the press 
expressing her willingness to forego whatever 
dividends might be necessary to meet the 
men's demands, and sent a letter to her fellow 
shareholders to the same effect. She even 
called a meeting of them to this end. 

Miss Wilson was one of the most homely 
and human people I have ever met, and it is 
for this human quality that I and thousands 
more will always remember her with rever- 
ence and thanksgiving. Her personal kiednesa 
to me I shail always treasure; knowing her 
taught me to appreciate und esteem human 
values above all other tuings. Wherever she 
went on her speaking toura, peaple loved to 
have her in their homes. 

THE “NEW CRUSADER” 

During the last war I started a little pacifist 
journal called the New Crusader. It gained 
a wide circulation. When I was taken to 
prison, Miss Wilson wired my wife ta know 
if the paper was carrying on. When told it 


was not, she took the first train to Lancashire 
to discuss the matter with my wife. Then 
came a special communication to prison asking 
my permission to allow Miss Wilson to carry 
on the paper. Of course I gave it with 
alacrity. So the paper continued as a weekly 
to the end of the war and for many years 
afterwards. Keeping the flag of pacifism fly- 
ing in 1919, in a victory atmosphere, was a 
titanic task, but a few of us, including Beat- 
rice Brown, Will Chamberlain, Seward Bed- 
dow, Stanley James, and others, carried on 
until the day of disillusion arrived. 

Miss Wilson’s appeal was always from the 
Christian angle. She wrote a large number 
of children's books, many novels, and several 
plays, in addition to innumerable leafleta. She 
was moreover one of the founders of the No 
More War Movement, which was the first 
pacifist organization to insist, in its basic 
affirmation, on the vital connection between 
pacifism and the social and international order. 

The pacifist cause has never had a truer or 
more sincere and wholehearted servant. Bs 

W.W. 


Christmas Cards 
The Welsh PPU is printing a 
Christmas card in Welsh, and 1,000 
of an English version, They are 


2s. 3d. a dozen post free (2d. each), 
and can be obtained from either the 
printers—Messrs. Hugh Evans, 56-62, 
South Castle Street, Liverpool—or 
Mrs. Annie E, Humphreys, Eweini, 
Gloucester Drive, Wrexham. 


An Important New 


Publication: 
THE UNITY 
OF THE 


SPIRIT 


An outline of constructive 
thought in the Peace Pledge 
Union 


PRICE 3d. 
(4d. post free) 


Dick Sheppard House 
Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. .' 


C.A. BROCK & Co. Ltd. 
463 HARROW Rd, LONDON, W.10. 


For all Printing & 
Stationery 
Orders a Specialty 


Mall 
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Commentary 


(Continued from page 2) 


a meeting of American shipowners at San 
Francisco, it was announced that the USA 
merchant fleet had increased by 1,152 vessels 
since their last meeting. And, of course, it is 
going to increase by many thousands more 
(the sine qua non of the 1943 operations). 
What about it? “I told the British,” said 
Captain Vickery of the Maritime Commission, 
“that we were going to take a crack at the 
tramp trade after the war.’? The shipping 
men agreed (adds Time) that the USA could 
and should dominate the world’s regular 
trade-rautes even when the low-cost Danes. 
Italians, ete. return to the sea. That ‘‘ete.” 
needs unfolding. It includes Greeks——our 
gallant allies; Norwegians—ditto: and, I am 
sorry to say, our gallant selves.. Mr. Harcourt 
Johnstone should tell us what we have to do 
about that in the coming world of “fierce 
competition.” 


Perhaps... 


ERE is Dr. Rauschning’s prognostication 

of what will happen in the next few 
months, also from Time (Nav. 3). 

A breathing spell will follow the Nazi 


campaign in Russia. Hitler will try to 
make peace. The British will not accept a 
truce, nor the Russians either. But the 


German military machine is worn down by 

its losses in Russia. Hitler cannot hope to 

invade Britain for another year at least. 

Nor can Britain hope to invade Europe. 

Therefore a sort of undeclared peace will 

follow World War II, while Germany pre 

pares for World War III. 

To fight Britain and USA Hitler must 
build a fleet. While he builds it, he will 
have to yield the initiative which has made 
the long string of German victories possible. 
While the Nazis are hard at work in Europe 
Britain and USA can seize the initiative, use 
it to fight World War III on their own 
terms. 

“All—save only Hermann; and Hermann's 
a German,”" comes into my head at that. This 
is the way Germans think. They have grandi- 
ose minds. And yet, I obstinately wonder 
whether the world is made of quite such 
plastic stuff. Perhaps the little man will dig 
in his heels somewhere on the deseent to. 
Avernus; perhaps economic necessities will 
intervene (see Captain Vickery above and 
Wilfred Wellock on p.1): nerhaps...oh, well 


anything. 
India 


ACH Saturday night the British public, 
through the BBC, can hear an American 
news summary. Why cannot we have a sim- 
ilar commentary from India? Important de- 
bates have taken place recently in the Delhi 
Assembly about which this country knows 
next to nothing. For example, the one on the 
Indo-Burma Agreement (that has caused s0 
much feeling in India) and the one on the 
Atlantie Charter, when a_ resolution was 
passed without division demanding that the 
Charter should apply to India. In the Council 
of State (the Upper House) the matter was 
also raised, and a resolution passed recom- 
mending the Viceroy to convey to the British 
Government. the deep discontent af the House 
aver Mr. Churchill's statement. 

Last week that stalwart champion for human 
freedom, Mr. N. M. Joshi, opened the debate 
for the immediate and unconditional release of 
political prisoners (these numbered on Oct. 
1, 7,216 and 1,759 ‘“‘detained”). The Govern- 
ment spokesman, replying, said that at the 
moment the Government was not in a position 
to commit itself, but assured the Assembly that 
consideration would be given to the matter 
“without unnecessary delay and in a sym- 
pathetic spirit.” 

What are we doing at this end to see that 
the Government’s response, now “under con- 
sideration,” shall be generous and imaginative? 


PUBLISHED THIS WEEK => tga 
ROY WALKER’S 
FAMINE OVER 
EUROPE 


THE PROBLEM OF 
CONTROLLED FOOD RELIEF 
Preface by 


THE BISHOP OF BIRMINGHAM 


Introduction by 


J. MIDDLETON MURRY 
5s. net 


Nothing could be more effective than 
the way the author of this book has 
presented the case... This ig not just 
a pacifist’s plea but the description of 
a situation of imminent and growing 


danger. 
i LORD PONSONBY 
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PEACE NEWS 


C.O. Fined for Refusing to Comply 
With Condition 


'War-What 


Then? 


“J EAVE Europe alone if all you 

A4 can do Europe is harm; help 
Europe if you have anything that can 
do good to Europe. That I believe is 
a pacifist policy.” 

This statement by John Middleton 
Murry was greeted with great 
applause at a meeting on “ War— 
What Then? ” which was attended 
by more than 1,100 people, at Friends’ 
House, Euston Road, London, on 
Saturday. The meeting was organ- 
ized by the London Area of the Peace 
Pledge Union. 


Mr. Murry spoke of how traditional 
British liberties were being whittled 
away as the war progressed. Our 
task was to see how our freedom 
could be retained and even enlarged, 
as he was convinced that this 
country symbolised the best hope for 
mankind, despite all its faults. 

“It seems to me that everything 
depends upon the nature of the peace 
to follow this war,” he said. “If the 
authorities of this country are blindly 
groping toward the kind of peace in 
Europe which will have to be sup- 
ported by a military force, then they 
are burying the best hopes of victory. 
Such a peace means it can only be 
supported by permanent military con- 
scription in this country, and that 
means the end of our liberty.” 

We were trying to regenerate 
Europe by means of the blockade, 
which it was admitted, hit first of all 


the civilians inthe occupied coun- 
tries, secondly the civilians in 
Germany, and lastly the Ger- 


man war machine. If this policy 
were continued, the people would 
become more hostile to Great 
Britain than they were to the German 
invaders . 


GROWING HATRED 


Reginald Sorenson, MP, spoke of 
the growth of hatred, and pointed out 
that total war could only be fought 
by fascist methods. The editor of a 
leading Sunday newspaper had re- 
cently declared that one could only 
fight bestiality by becoming a beast 
oneself. 


Many people had stated that one 
could not expect the Treaty of Ver- 
sailles to be a just peace because 
those who constructed it were affected 
by the four years of warfare which 
had just preceded it. If that were 
true of 1919, how much more true 
would it be of the peace that would 
follow this war. 


Vera Brittain spoke on four things 
that pacifists could do now. There 
were, firstly, the two big campaigns 
which the PPU was running, that ww 
abolish night bambing and that to 
secure the lifting of the food blockade 
to allow the sending of relief to the 
occupied countries. She described 
these as being an attempt to break 
through the hard crust of the war 
mentality so that it would prepare 
the way later on for more sweeping 
demands. 


A NEW RELIGION 


Another important task was the 
dissemination of information to as 
many people as possible, trying to 
give them a new perspective on the 
situation. Finally, a revival of a 
new and revitalized religion was neces- 
sary, and this could best be started by 
people taking upon themselves some- 


thing of the sin and suffering of the 
world. 


W. J. S. N. Grindlay pointed out 
that people in this country did not 
develop a hatred of National Social- 
ism until after the war had started. 
Pacifists must not leave society to 
“stew in its own juice,” but they must 
speak now and not be concerned prim- 
arily with whether they lose popu- 
larity or are heeded. It was a pacifist 
duty to speak and go on speaking. 

The chairman, Dr. Alex Wood, 
chairman of the PPU, summed up. 


169 


f A reader has hit upon a novel idea for add- 
ing to the Peace News fund. He has sold 200 
numbered cards containing Studdert Kennedy's 
little poem “War!” at 1d. and offers the buyers 
the chance of a prize. The Editor chooses the 
winning nunmtber—it {2 169—and gratefully 
acknowledges the addition of 164. 8d. to the 
Fighting Fund. 


THE first case in which a con- 

* scientious objector has been 
prosecuted for failing to comply with 
a condition of registration was heard 
at Canterbury on Nov. 13. The CO 
was fined £5. 

The case was brought under the 
1941 conscription Act before Wingham 
Petty Sessions. The defendant was 
Leonard Ernest Fox, of Wynyatts, 
Whitfield, Dover, and he had been 
ordered by the tribunal (on Jan. 20 
last) to undertake full time work on 
the land or whole time civilian am- 
bulance or ARP work. 

Fox pleaded guilty “with reasonable 
excuse.” But Mr. A. K. Mowll (who 
pointed out that the Bench could send 
him to prison for 12 months or fine 
him £50, or both), appearing for the 
Ministry of Labour, while admitting 
that Fox was doing a useful work, 
considered that that was not a “rea- 
sonable excuse.” Fox stated that he 
was managing clerk to a firm of sol- 
icitors and doing a job which required 
a very specialised and_ technical 
knowledge. 


COURT’S COMPETENCE 


There was considerable legal argument as 
to whether the court was competent to make a 
decision that would have the effect of amend- 
ing the tribunal’s decision. Fox contended 
that it was, ‘‘because of the words inserted in 
the Act whereby a conscientious objector could, 
if the court was satisfied that he had reason- 
able excuse, be acquitted of the charge.”? But 
Mr. Mowl!l claimed that that applied only if 
the CO was actually incapable of doing the 
work specified. 4 

After a 20-minute adjournment, it was an- 
nounced that ‘“‘because he had pleaded guilty, 
the Bench had decided to impose a fine of £5 
nnd £3 3s. costs.” Fox was given a month 
in which to pay. } 

A similar charge has been laid at 
Greenwich against Philip H. W. 
Couldry, secretary of the Fellowship 


of Conscientious Objectors. 
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“SECTION 13” 


The cases of 23 COs who have been 
court-martialled at a West of Eng- 
land seaside resort, sentenced to terms 
of imprisonment that would entitle 
them to appeal to the Appellate Tri- 
bunal, and then had their sentences 
“commuted” to detention have been 
engaging the active attention of the 
Central Board for COs. 

One of them, P. James Jennings, is 
understood to have gone on hunger 
strike, after having served 56 days 
detention and nine months imprison- 
ment and now been sentenced to an- 
other three months detention. 

The CBCO now reports, however, 
that 

Some evidence has appeared that, in fact, 
the sentences of imprisonment were con- 
firmed by the Confirming Authority, hut re- 
viewed in favour of detention by the Review- 
ing Authority and that that course would 
leave the COs open to appeal to the Appel- 


late Tribunal under section 13. This re- 
port is at present unconfirmed. 


C.0.s HANSARD 


Questions and answers in the House of Com- 
mons on the subject of courts-martial and 
detention are umong a very Jarge and ex- 
haustive number of questions and answers on 
subjects of interest and importance to COs re- 
produced by the CBCO in No. 9 of The COs 
Hansard. Every conceivable category of CO 
which has been the subject of such information 
ia included. 

The extracts from the Official Report of the 
House are, indeed, almost too faithfully re- 
produced and referenced, reading straight 
ahead in strict chronological order. Thus, 


while even the column references to Hansard: 


are given, on the one hand, on the other, no 
subject headings have been inserted, and the 
listing of these with references simply to the 
pages of The COs Hansard is an insufficient 
aid. 

It remains, however, an essential] document, 
covering the period Apr. 22-Oct. 23. It ig ob- 
tainable from the CBCO, 6 Endsleigh St., 
London, W.C.1, price 6d. (7d. post paid). A 
few of the back numbers are still available 
at reduced prices. ’ 


a 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


> 2d. per word, minimum 2s. 6d. 
Box Number 6d. extra. 


N.B. Cash MUST accompany copy, 
except for series bookings. 


Latest time for copy: 


Classified advertisements: MONDAY 

Displayed Advertisements: First post 
FRIDAY. (Maximum space al- 
lowed—3 inches single-column, or 
equivalent.) 


ACCOMMODATION 


FOR ALL properties to be let or sold in 
N.W. London and Districts, apply to McCraith 
and Brooks, Auctioneers and Surveyers, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, 3 
lines), whn will give special attention to the 
requirements of pacifists. 

FURNISHED Flat, 2 rooms, kitchenette, 
pacifist family; no children preferred.—Mrs. 
Henry, 44 Central Rd., Wembley. 

URGENT. Wife, child 2 years, husband 
C.O. agriculturist require home, Bucks or near, 
with educated people. Own furniture and 
cooking appliances. Write any suggestive offer 
Box 996 Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

WANTED, board residence for three paci- 
fists (mother, son, and daughter) from Dec. 
24 to 28. Homely pacifist people preferred.—- 
Please state terms to Box 1005 Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. \ 

YOUNG C.O., agricultural, seeks congenial 
home, neighbourhood Ashford, Kent.—Box 997 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


EDUCATIONAL 


EDUCATION in Community. Children 6--- 
12: vegetarian food reform; qualified staff; 
moderate fees; vacancies Spring Term. Com- 
munity School, Alderwood House, Greenham 
Common, nr. Newbury, Berks. 

LEARN to write and speak for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnessing artistic, im- 
aginative, intuitive and individual gifts, cor- 
respondence lessons 5s. each (Aliso small 
classes 1s. 6d. each). Dorothy Matthews, 
B.A., 82 Primrose Hill] Rd., London, N.W.3. 

SHERWOOD SCHOOL, Epsom. All the 
year round home for children of any age in 
an atmosphere of freedom and friendliness. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


CARRIER Cyclea for tradesmen, carriage 
paid, all complete, thus ready to use, £7 196. 
—Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 

FOR SALE, 1936, 350 c.c. Sunbeam motor- 
cycle, model No. 8 excellent condition; 40 
gns. or nearest offer.—Box 1004 Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


MYDDLE PARK Settlement (not approved 
by Ministry of Labour) needs pecifists with 
vocation for agriculture; maintenance, accom- 
modation, and pocket money provided. d. U. 
Hamer, 51 Roft St., Oawestry. e 

PACIFIST, fit for light work only, requires 
market gardening work or other light land 
work.--Reply Box 1003 Peace News, 3 Black- 
steck Rd., N.4. E 

VACANCIES occur for active young pacifists 
in Cornwall horticultural] business run by paci- 
fists. Box 1006 Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., 

A, 

NV ANTED, C.O. help dairy farmer, Devon; 
comfortable home and good buildings; experi- 
ence with milking, gardening, and machinery 
advantage.- -Box 1002 Peace News, %3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 


LITERATURE, &c. 


FOUNDATIONS OF PEACE is the title of 
a study pamphlet issued by the Industrial and 
Social Order Council of the Society of Friends 
on the political implications of the letter from 
the Christian Churches. It can be obtained 
from the Friends’ Book Centre, Friends House, 
Euston Road. N.W.1., price 6d. 


QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends, free on applica- 
tion to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


“MEETINGS, &c. 


A. S$. NEILL will speak on ‘“‘Summerhill,” 
at Large Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
W.C.1., on Sat. Dec. 13, 3 p.m. Chairman: 
Ethel Mannin. Admission free, reserved seats 
ls. each from 22 Seafield Rd., N.11. 

ANARCHISM. Fredrick Lohr continues 
the lectures on Anarchist philosophy at Con- 
way Hall, Red Lion Square, on Sun. Dec. 7 
at 2.30. All welcome, open discussion. 

MIDDLETON MURRY will speak on “Paci- 
fism in Post-War Years’! at a Conference ar- 
ranged by the Anglican Pacifist Fellowship at 
the Oak Room, Kingsway Hall, London, on 
Sun., Dec. 7, at 3 p.m. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


COMFORTABLE home and remuneration 
offered in return for competent housekeeping 
services to three professional people. Lovely 
residential area, Bucks.--Write Box 998 Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

COMMUNITY SCHOOL needs for next term 
educationalist interested in community, quali- 
fied to teach elementary maths and woodwork. 

Alderwood House, Greenham Common, nr. 
Newbury, Berks. 

COMPOSITOR, Machineman or Cutter, ex- 
empt military service, required by printer with 
pacifist sympathies.—Box 989 Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. , 

GARDENER, full or part time, Beaconsfield. 
Bucks. Experience not essential Box 1007 
Peace News. 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

VEGETARIAN HOME for Children, Rain- 

hill, Lanes. Wanted, assistant matron; must 
be vegetarian, pacifist, experienced with child- 
ren; cooking and domestic duties.—Apply 
Secretary G. H. Perry, 47 Stairhaven Rd.. 
Liverpool] 19. 
*WOODWORKER capable of accurate work. 
exempt military service, required for small 
concern with two pacifist working directors. 
—Details to Box 1001 Peace News, 3 Black- 
atock Rd., N.4. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


EXPERIENCED shorthand typist desires 
secretarial post.—Box 1000 Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform Veg- 
etarian Guest House; for happy holiday or 
restful recuperation; all modern comforts.— 
A. and K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat- 
ye (Station: Ambergate; Tel. Ambergate 

IN RIBBLESDALE, Yorkshire. Heys Farm. 
a Guest House founded on Quaker principles. 
Wardens Sidney and Olive Lucan, W. Brad- 
ford, nr. Clitheroe. 


Published from 8 Blackatock Rd.. London. 
N.4.. by “Peace News” Ltd. Printed by 
CHfford Printing Co., (T.U.), London. N.16. 
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